the role of ion shifts in liver cell damage will be of importance as they are also broadly based.
Some of the remaining contributions which do not take account of current progress in cell biology appear somewhat specialized, but the Symposium has made a worth-while book both because of its successful papers and because of those which show where more progress and a wider approach are needed. The discussions of individual papers and the general discussion at the end are particularly valuable. M A very successful conference on the Medical and Surgical Aspects of Ageing was held in November 1963, at the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow. The publication of the proceedings in this volume is, therefore, to be welcomed. Fifteen of the thirty contributors are actively engaged in the practice of geriatric medicine and they have each described the results of investigations in special aspects of clinical problems in old age. The other contributors are local physicians, surgeons and psychiatrists who have made special studies of diseases commonly encountered in the elderly. The five sections of the book are devoted to the epidemiology of disease in the elderly, cerebrovascular disease, neurology, psychiatry, and miscellaneous clinical topics.
The variety of the subjects discussed makes this volume a most interesting account of both the problems and the achievements of modern geriatrics. The information given is not readily available in standard textbooks anid this book deserves to be read by physicians, surgeons, and general practitioners who are becoming ever more concerned with the care and treatment of aged patients. Drs Anderson and Isaacs are to be congratulated on their skilful editorship of the papers in this book. Londont: William Heinemannl Medical Books 1964 This is the second edition of a now well-known textbook on venereology originally published in 1950 and intended not only for practitioners and students of the specialty, but for associated nonmedical workers. The climate both of medicine in general and of venereology in particular has changed considerably since the first edition was published and the changes are reflected both in the structure of the book and in its detail.
The special claim made for this book is that it is broadly based and views venereology, as it were, in the round rather than confining itself to purely clinical considerations. This claim is justified, there being frequent references in the general text to the wider implications of particular disease situations as well as a special chapter on venereal disease control. Adequate coverage is also given both to the venereal diseases not commonly seen in this country and to the contributions to the subject from venereologists outside Great Britain.
The whole work is illuminated by a vivid, practical approach, and a notable freedom from dogma.
T E T WESTON,
Physician's Handbook by Marcus A Krupp MD, Norman J Sweet MD, Ernest Jawetz PhD MD and Edward G Biglieri MD 13th ed pp 558 illustrated 34s
Los Altos, Calif.: Lanige Medical 1964 Oxford: Blackwell Scientitc Puiblicationis This pocket-sized compilation of data and advice on diagnosis and treatment contains an astonishing quantity of information of value to thepractising physician. The format and organization is excellent and much of the book is up to date. Parts of the clinical pathology sections need further pruning of tests of little value and others need expansion, for example on details of serum and urinary protein electrophoresis, serum enzyme estimations in diagnosis, chromatography of amino acids and sugars, immunological chorionic gonadotrophin tests for pregnancy. The chapter on the treatment of poisoning also requires revision. There is no mention of the diuretic treatment of barbiturate poisoning, and the value of hxmodialysis in salicylate intoxication is under-estimated. There is no information on the use of the artificial kidneythe treatment of choicein the management of methyl alcohol poisoning, and none on hyperbaric oxygen in carbon monoxide poisoning. Apart from such criticisms of detail, this is an excellent book of its kind. A Describing the operative correction of fixed joint deformity, muscular imbalance and the treatment of fractures, the advice given is dogmatic and seems at times to have been based on ad hoc procedures on small numbers of patients, often ignoring current practice in the treatment of deformities and injuries with or without sensory and motor paralysis.
Internal fixation of the injured spine is not mentioned, though sometimes effective treatment of peripheral fractures seems to have been unduly delayed because of nursing difficulties and complications of the original injury such as hiemothorax.
This careful record further emphasizes the complications which may result from delay in obtaining the skilled care of a paraplegic unit. Of the 227 patients operated upon only 14 had been admitted within twenty-four hours of onset of paraplegia. c w s F MANNING Transport and Diffusion in Red Blood Cells by R Whittam MA BSC PhD pp vi + 228 42s London: Edward Arnold 1964 This is the tenth volume in the excellent series of monographs of the Physiological Society and it gives a good account of the structure and permeability of the red cell. It begins with general considerations of red cell structure and discusses the basis of the physicochemical equilibria involved in maintaining the status quo of this highly adapted cell. There is unfortunately only a brief discussion of the metabolic background which is the mainstay of the cell's functional activities, but there is a very readable and detailed consideration of osmotic and ionic equilibria, and the problems of permeability and transport are closely and intelligibly discussed. Covering a difficult subject this book is very explicit and the student is not plunged unnecessarily into superfluous mathematical development. It is up to date and in a subject often bedevilled by theory remains well entrenched in facts. The references are plentiful and the book is well indexed; it can be recommended to those who are interested in the red cell and those interested in cellular physiology in general. The book's subtitle gives a good idea of its scope, but there are sections on genetics and ecology as well as on the specified topics. It is said to be intended for undergraduates reading human biology, anthropology or medicine. This reviewer cannot judge its suitability for the first two classes, but would hesitate to recommend it to medical students. For them the section on evolution is of doubtful relevance and is discouragingly jargon-ridden. Genetics is at least as well covered in a popular paperback, and the sections on variationand ecology are disappointingly scrappy. The best-written section is that on growth by Tanner; but, even here, some may feel that somatotyping, with its cloudy theoretical basis and non-orthogonal variables, is a poor educational influence.
A C DORNHORST

Pathology of Tumours of the Oral Tissues by R B Lucas MD MRCP FCPath pp viii + 316 illustrated 80s London: J & A Churchill 1964
The publication of this monograph has aroused a good deal of interest. It is unlikely that anyone will be disappointed in it. Even at first glance one is struck by the quality of the illustrations, of which there are nearly 400, all of the highest standard both in the photography and in their reproduction. There is a preliminary chapter on embryology and histology as a reminder of normal appearances, whilst the bulk of the text is concerned with the description of neoplasms,
